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June 5, 2026 
 
Privy Council Office 
Room 1000, 85 Sparks Street 
Ottawa, Ontario  
K1A 0A3 
 
Email: engagement@pco-bcp.gc.ca 
 
Re:  Conservation Ontario’s comments on “Getting Major Projects Built in Canada – 

Discussion Paper on Proposed Legislative, Regulatory, and Policy Reforms” 
  
Conservation Ontario is the voice of Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities (CAs). We offer 
the following comments further to CA mandatory programs and services, including natural 
hazard management and drinking water source protection. These comments are not 
intended to limit comments submitted individually by CAs on this proposal.  
 

 
Conservation Ontario supports the Government of Canada’s objectives to build new 
infrastructure, strengthen trade, and grow the economy while ensuring major projects are 
developed sustainably. Across Ontario, CAs undertake project review, commentary, and 
permit issuance (where required) to support development undertakings. A Conservation 
Authority review adds value to federal projects by providing early, watershed-based 
technical insight that helps safeguard public investment, reduce project risks and delays, 
and protect communities, infrastructure, and drinking water sources. 
 
In Ontario, CAs routinely partner and collaborate with proponents to integrate best 
available technical watershed science and data into project decision-making. CAs engage in 
large-scale infrastructure planning (e.g., environmental assessments, watershed planning, 

 

The Government of Canada is proposing changes to laws, regulations, and policies to 
accelerate the planning and decision-making process for major projects. 
 
Key proposed measures include limiting federal review and decision timelines to one 
year; establishing a Crown Consultation Hub within the Impact Assessment Agency of 
Canada for Indigenous consultation; enabling a single federal decision document for 
certain projects; assigning project oversight to a single federal authority where 
appropriate; creating Federal Economic Zones; and streamlining selected regulatory 
processes. 
certain regulatory processes. 
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Master Environmental Servicing Planning, etc.) to enhance project resilience and advance 
innovative solutions to enable coordinated infrastructure delivery. Best available 
watershed information and science are integrated with modern technologies to provide 
technically sound, timely, and responsive project reviews. In addition to CA science and 
information related to natural hazards and drinking water source protection, CAs’ 
watershed knowledge supports broader project priorities, including restoration, 
stewardship, and ecosystem compensation opportunities.  
 

 
 
Several major project examples listed may require approvals from all levels of government 
in Canada, including permits required under the Conservation Authorities Act. Where CA 
permits may not be required, CAs can offer technical, watershed-based insight into local 
environmental conditions, including areas for the protection of municipal drinking water 
sources and natural hazard features. To support a coordinated approach to project 
planning and implementation, Conservation Ontario recommends the federal 
government encourage proponents to engage with all relevant review and approval 
agencies early and routinely throughout project planning, in alignment with the 
coordinated federal review process. Early engagement with relevant agencies, such as 
CAs, enables proactive identification of natural hazard risks, drinking water source 
protection considerations, and other environmental constraints or opportunities at the 
outset, enhancing coordination of project approvals and overall project planning. Improved 
alignment across jurisdictions will be essential to reduce timeline inconsistencies and 
clarify permitting / approval requirements and overall processes. 

 
Conservation Ontario shares the Government’s commitment to exploring process 
improvements that enable timely approvals for major development priorities. Should the 

The “Getting Major Projects Built…” Discussion Paper focuses on simplifying and 
coordinating federal approvals processes with a goal of enabling more timely decision-
making for major projects.  
 
Conservation Ontario supports efforts to improve efficiency, coordination, and 
predictability in project approvals, while maintaining robust technical review informed 
by expert input.  
certain regulatory processes. 
 

The Discussion Paper further outlines a proposal to enable Federal Economic Zones 
that could remove the need for separate project reviews, giving the Governor in Council 
authority to decide that certain projects within designated zones are “pre-approved”, 
subject to conditions. The Government of Canada notes that coordination with 
provincial governments will be required for effective implementation of these zones, 
allowing for projects to be “fast-tracked” under both federal and provincial regimes.  
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government proceed with the proposal to enable Federal Economic Zones, additional 
clarity is required on how provincial and local approvals interact through the 
proposed coordination with provincial governments. In Ontario, where the provincial 
government has enabled designation of Special Economic Zones, Conservation Ontario 
emphasizes the importance of maintaining strong protections for people, property, and 
infrastructure from natural hazard risks, and protections for existing and future sources of 
municipal drinking water. This includes recommending that natural hazard permitting 
requirements under the Conservation Authorities Act and policies set out in the source 
protection plan under the Clean Water Act continue to apply in any designated Federal 
Economic Zone. The continued application of these regulations and policies will balance 
potential risks and further support safe and healthy communities. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the proposed “Getting 
Major Projects Built in Canada – Discussion Paper on Proposed Legislative, Regulatory, and 
Policy Reforms”. We would be pleased to further discuss these comments at your 
convenience. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

Nicholas Fischer 
Nicholas Fischer  
Policy and Planning Specialist 
 
 
c.c: Conservation Authority CAOs/GMs 
 


