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Re: Conservation Ontario’s comments on “Proposed Regulation to streamline
planning approvals for Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K-12) publicly funded schools
under the Planning Act” (ERO#026-0426)

Conservation Ontario is the voice of Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities (CAs). We offer
the following comments further to CA mandatory programs and services, including natural
hazard management. These comments are not intended to limit comments submitted
individually by CAs on this proposal.

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH) is seeking feedback on a proposed
regulation under the Planning Act to streamline land use planning approvals for
Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K-12) publicly funded schools.

The proposal would make certain municipal zoning by-law provisions (e.g., building
height, density, lot coverage, setbacks, and parking requirements) inapplicable to publicly
funded schools. It would also remove requirements for certain studies (e.g., urban
design, landscaping, and environmental impact assessments) as part of a complete
application or as conditions of site plan approval. In addition, site plan control would not
apply to smaller additions.

As noted in the proposal, MMAH will continue to restrict school development on
hazardous lands.

Conservation Ontario supports the government’s commitment to timely and transparent
planning approvals supporting the development of complete communities. We also
appreciate the Province’s continued efforts to ensure development does not occur on
hazardous lands.
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Conservation Ontario is committed to protecting people, property, and
infrastructure, including sensitive institutional uses such as schools, from the
impacts of natural hazards. Achieving these objectives requires comprehensive land
use planning supported by an understanding of natural hazard areas and potential
impacts. In this regard:

e As noted in the proposal, the Province commits to continue restricting the
development of schools on hazardous lands (further to policy 5.2.6(a) of the
Provincial Planning Statement, 2024). This commitment aligns with matters of
provincial interest outlined in the Planning Act, including providing for the protection
of public health and safety, and ensuring the appropriate location of growth and
development.

e Further to policy 5.2.1 of the Provincial Planning Statement, 2024, planning
authorities and CAs work together to identify hazardous lands and hazardous sites
and manage development in such areas. CA science and technical watershed
information supports the incorporation of natural hazard areas and features in
municipal planning documents, including Official Plans and Zoning By-laws. CAs are
committed to supporting municipal partners with necessary updates to ensure
zoning by-laws and other planning resources contain the most up-to-date
information on natural hazard areas and features.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on “Proposed Regulation
to streamline planning approvals for Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K-12) publicly funded
schools under the Planning Act” (ERO#026-0426). We would be pleased to further discuss

these comments at your convenience.

Sincerely,

%Oé%ﬂ %umney

Robyn Rumney
Policy and Planning Coordinator

c.c: Conservation Authority CAOs/GMs
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