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November 14, 2025 

 

Via Email: source.protection@ontario.ca 

 

Re: Conservation Ontario’s comments on the “Accelerating and improving 

 protections for Ontario’s drinking water sources” (ERO#025-1060) 

 

Conservation Ontario is the voice of Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities (CAs). We 

offer the following comments further to CA mandatory programs and services, 

including drinking water source protection where we operate in partnership with the 

Province and municipalities to protect existing and future sources of drinking water.  

 

Conservation Ontario supports this proposal and the government’s 

commitment to identify process improvements and support more timely 

approvals while ensuring that existing and future sources of drinking water are 

protected from contamination and depletion through the Clean Water Act. 

Conservation Ontario appreciates that this proposal reflects ongoing feedback 

provided by Conservation Authorities and Source Protection Authorities.   

 

• Conservation Authorities operate as Source Protection Authorities (SPAs) 

under the Clean Water Act.  

• Conservation Authorities are dedicated to providing client service 

excellence for all partners.  

• Conservation Authorities operating as SPAs bring tremendous experience 

and expertise into carrying out the duties, functions and responsibilities 

under the provisions of the Clean Water Act.   
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• Conservation Ontario supports the proposal to allow local SPAs to approve 

certain routine updates to source protection plans, while having the Ministry 

retain their role as the technical approval authority, and looks forward to 

working closely with the Province to develop the regulatory framework to 

support these changes.  

• Conservation Ontario believes that this proposal reflects the maturity of the 

program and the comprehensive protection in place within Ontario’s source 

protection areas.  

• This proposed amendment reflects the expertise found within the Source 

Protection Committees (SPCs) as well as through the Source Protection 

Authority (SPA). 

The Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) is proposing minor 

amendments to the Clean Water Act, 2006 to facilitate more timely approvals for 

municipalities to provide drinking water service to new development. These 

amendments are grouped into three categories:  

1. Allowing local SPAs to approve limited updates to source protection plans, 

2. Setting a timeline of 120 days for a decision by the Minister on source protection 

plan amendments, and 

3. Altering the use of source protection plan policies affecting prescribed 

instruments (PIs), which are provincial approvals used to manage significant 

drinking water risks.  
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• Conservation Ontario welcomes the Minister’s continued ability to require the 

SPA to conduct additional consultation and/or revise the proposed 

amendment where it is appropriate to do so.  

• Conservation Ontario looks forward to working closely with the Ministry to 

identify which documents and information should be prescribed through 

regulation to constitute a complete application.  

• To complement the recent legislative amendments, Conservation Ontario is 

committed to working with its partners, including CAs/SPAs, municipalities and 

MECP to ensure that the amendments are efficient and effective, including 

work to streamline the process leading up to the determination of a complete 

application.  

The Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) is proposing minor 

amendments to the Clean Water Act, 2006 to facilitate more timely approvals for 

municipalities to provide drinking water service to new development. These 

amendments are grouped into three categories:  

1. Allowing local SPAs to approve limited updates to source protection plans, 

2. Setting a timeline of 120 days for a decision by the Minister on source protection 

plan amendments, and 

3. Altering the use of source protection plan policies affecting prescribed 

instruments (PIs), which are provincial approvals used to manage significant 

drinking water risks.  

Where an amendment to the source protection plan is required, the Minister is 

proposed to have 120 days to make a decision on a complete application; otherwise, 

the amendments would be deemed to be approved.   
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• Conservation Ontario appreciates the need for regulatory certainty and 

consistency in management and reporting approaches.  

• Conservation Ontario is supportive of the proposal to enable regulations to set 

out requirements for the issuer of the instrument to document and report on 

how they have managed the significant drinking water threat.  

• Conservation Ontario requests the opportunity to provide direct input as the 

regulation regarding policy transition is developed.  

• Conservation Ontario supports a standardized approach to the review of 

existing prescribed instruments.   

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the “Accelerating 

and improving protections for Ontario’s drinking water sources”. Conservation 

Ontario looks forward to being engaged as the Ministry develops regulatory concepts. 

We appreciate the ongoing partnership with the Province to deliver this keystone 

program and the continued support as we work to implement these changes. We 

would be pleased to discuss these comments at your convenience.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

Leslie Rich 
Leslie Rich 

Source Water Protection Manager 

 

 

 

c.c. All CA CAOs/GMs 

The Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) is proposing minor 

amendments to the Clean Water Act, 2006 to facilitate more timely approvals for 

municipalities to provide drinking water service to new development. These amendments 

are grouped into three categories:  

1. Allowing local SPAs to approve limited updates to source protection plans, 

2. Setting a timeline of 120 days for approvals by the Minister on source protection 

plan amendments, and 

3. Altering the use of source protection plan policies affecting prescribed instruments 

(PIs), which are provincial approvals used to manage significant drinking water 

risks.  

The proposal related to PIs would maintain the ability of source protection plans to 

prohibit future activities and would prescribe language for how existing activities would be 

managed.  

 


