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January 9, 2025

Ministry of Natural Resources

300 Water Street

Peterborough, ON

K9J 8M5
resources.development@ontario.ca

Re: Conservation Ontario’s comments on “Enabling the Development of
Commercial- Scale Geological Carbon Storage in Ontario: The Geological Carbon
Storage Act” (ERO# 019-9299)

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on “Enabling the Development of Commercial-
Scale Geological Carbon Storage in Ontario: The Geological Carbon Storage Act” (ERO#019-
9299). Conservation Ontario (CO) represents Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities (CAs),
whose mandatory programs and services include drinking water source protection. CAs
operate as Source Protection Authorities (SPAs) under the Clean Water Act, 2006.

The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) is currently seeking feedback on the proposed
Geological Carbon Storage Act which would enable the regulation of commercial-scale
geological carbon storage in Ontario. Previously,the MNR has consulted on this topic using a
discussion paper and via amendments to the Oil, Gas and Salt Resources Act to enable special
projects to pilot the new technologies under a Special Projects regulation.

Conservation Ontario notes that wells can function as transport pathways. Transport
pathways are human-made passages which can increase the speed that water can flow to a
drinking water intake or well, which may result in faster or more widespread distribution of
contaminants in water. Due to this potential risk, it is imperative that the Ministry maintain the
requirement for the applicant to give notice to a Source Protection Authority and any local or
upper-tier Municipality of the application in future regulation. This approach would be
consistent with O. Reg. 425/23: Special Projects filed under the Oil, Gas and Salt Resources Act
(see 13 (1)). Comments received through this process must be duly considered to prevent the
contamination of sources of drinking water.
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on “Enabling the Development of
Commercial-Scale Geological Carbon Storage in Ontario: The Geological Carbon Storage Act”.
Please contact the undersigned should this letter require any clarification.

Sincerely,

o&é e /QLC/L
Leslie Rich
Source Water Protection Manager

c.c.  All Conservation Authority CAOs/GMs
Source Protection Project Managers
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