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Re: Conservation Ontario’s comments on “Amendments to the Planning Act and
City of Toronto Act, 2006 / Reducing Red Tape and Burden to Build Training
Centres” (ERO#025-1159)

Conservation Ontario is the voice of Ontario’'s 36 Conservation Authorities (CAs). We offer
the following comments further to CA mandatory programs and services, including natural
hazard management and drinking water source protection.

Schedule 6 of Bill 30, the Working for Workers Seven Act, 2025 introduces amendments
to the Planning Actto accelerate the construction of worker training centres funded
through the Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development's Skills
Development Fund.

The proposed legislative amendments exempt the development or redevelopment of
training centres from the Planning Act and planning provisions in the City of Toronto
Act, 2006, except as otherwise prescribed. The Act would be amended to provide the
Minister with regulation-making authority to specify when provisions of the Planning Act
or relevant provisions of the ity of Toronto Actwould apply to an exempt undertaking.

Conservation Ontario is committed to supporting a strong, competitive, and secure
provincial economy. Necessary components include providing safe housing and
critical infrastructure development, and safeguarding sources of municipal drinking
water.

e The proposed amendments to the Planning Act would exempt training centres from
requirements under the Act, including requirements for decisions by planning
authorities, Ministries and the Minister to be consistent with policy statements (e.g.,
the Provincial Policy Statement, 2024) and conform to provincial plans.
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+ The application of Ontario’s provincial policy framework provides robust protection
for housing and critical infrastructure from impacts associated with natural hazards
as well as protection for sources of municipal drinking water.

e The proposed legislative amendments should not result in training centres being
located in areas subject to natural hazards or areas necessary for the protection of
drinking water sources. Recent proposals from the provincial government
(ERO#025-1097) highlight the importance of restricting development on hazardous
lands.

e Inlieu of application of the Planning Act and requirements for decisions to be
consistent with provincial policy statements, Conservation Ontario recommends a
streamlined review process be required to ensure the development or
redevelopment of training centres would not be affected by natural hazards,
nor pose a risk to sources of municipal drinking water. Conservation
Authorities are prepared to assist municipal partners with an expedited
review to help facilitate timely and safe development, protecting people,
property, and provincial investment.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on “Amendments to the
Planning Act and City of Toronto Act, 2006 / Reducing Red Tape and Burden to Build
Training Centres” (ERO#025-1159). We would be pleased to further discuss these

comments at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Wic/m/m jﬁc/wr

Nicholas Fischer
Policy and Planning Specialist

c.c: Conservation Authority CAOs/GMs
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