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November 20, 2025 
 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing  
Provincial Planning Branch 
13th Floor, 777 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON 
M7A 2J3 
Canada 
 
Re:  Conservation Ontario’s comments on “Proposed Changes to the Planning Act 

(Schedule 10 of Bill 60 - the Fighting Delays, Building Faster Act, 2025)” (ERO 
025-1097) 

 
Conservation Ontario is the voice of Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities (CAs). We offer 
the following comments further to CA mandatory programs and services, including natural 
hazard management and drinking water source protection.  
 

 
 
Conservation Ontario is committed to the goals of protecting people, property and 
infrastructure from the impacts of natural hazards, and protecting sources of 
municipal drinking water.  

• We appreciate the government’s continued commitment to restricting development 
on hazardous lands, as noted in ERO 025-1097. 

• The application of Ontario’s provincial policy framework provides robust protection 
for housing and critical infrastructure from impacts associated with natural hazards 
as well as protection for sources of municipal drinking water. This comprehensive 
legislative, regulatory and policy framework facilitates the development of safe, 
sustainable communities across Ontario.  

 
Conservation Ontario provides the following comments and recommendations on select 
proposed legislative changes to the Planning Act, further to Bill 60, the Fighting Delays, 
Building Faster Act, 2025.  
 
 

Schedule 10 of Bill 60, the Fighting Delays, Building Faster Act, 2025 introduces 
amendments to the Planning Act, including amendments to minor variances, 
application of provincial policy statements, and Minister’s Zoning Orders.  
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1. Minor Variances (As-of-right Variations from Performance Standards) 

 
Conservation Ontario supports identifying opportunities for process improvements 
to facilitate safe housing and infrastructure development, while ensuring that 
development occurs outside of hazardous lands.  

• We support the requirement that “specified lands” to which these amendments 
apply exclude areas such as hazardous lands, and lands near shorelines. 

• As noted in Conservation Ontario’s submissions on Bill 17, recent publications 
highlight limited municipal capacity to map and effectively manage natural hazards 
such as flooding, emphasizing the need for municipal collaboration with CAs to 
ensure hazardous areas are accurately reflected in municipal planning documents.  

• “As-of-right” variations from municipal zoning by-laws must not have the effect of 
siting development in areas impacted by natural hazards. To mitigate such impacts, 
CAs will continue to collaborate with municipal partners to ensure current hazard 
mapping is incorporated into municipal planning documents and mapping 
resources.  

 
2. Policy Statements and Minister’s Decisions 

 
Conservation Ontario recommends Minister’s decisions continue to conform with 
provincial policies that support a strong provincial economy by growing safe, 
sustainable communities.  

• The role of the Provincial Policy Statement, 2024 is to set the “policy foundation for 
regulating the development and use of land province-wide, helping achieve the 
provincial goal of meeting the needs of a fast-growing province while enhancing the 

Bill 60 enables new regulation-making authority under the Planning Act to provide that 
select minor variances (to be defined in regulation) can be permitted “as-of-right”.  
 
This builds on previous amendments to the Planning Act as part of Bill 17, the Protect 
Ontario by Building Faster and Smarter Act, 2025, that provided regulation-making 
authority to the Minister to permit variations to a zoning by-law to be “as-of-right” if a 
proposal is within a prescribed percentage of the required setback on specified lands.  

Amendments to the Planning Act in Bill 60 provide that a Minister’s (MMAH) decision is 
not required to be consistent with policy statements issued under the Planning Act (e.g., 
Provincial Policy Statement, 2024). These changes have a retroactive effect, providing 
that past decisions made under the Act may also be inconsistent with provincial policy 
statements.  
 
The ability for Minister’s decisions to be inconsistent with provincial policy statements 
would be limited to lands outside of the Greenbelt Area. As proposed, a “transparent 
and accountable oversight framework would be developed to support implementation”.  
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quality of life for all Ontarians”. Per section 3 of the Planning Act, decisions made by 
applicable bodies (e.g., planning authorities, provincial Ministries) must be 
consistent with provincial policy statements.  

• Policies contained in the Provincial Planning Statement, 2024 (PPS) ensure the 
development of safe, sustainable communities that support a strong, competitive, 
and secure provincial economy.  

• Prior to the establishment of a “transparent and accountable oversight framework”, 
Conservation Ontario strongly recommends that Minister’s decisions continue 
to be made consistent with policy statements issued under the Planning Act.  

• When developing the framework, Conservation Ontario recommends that policies 
directly supporting and enhancing community health and safety continue to 
apply to all Minister’s decisions. These would include, at a minimum: 

o Policies under Section 4.2 of the PPS, 2024 related to the protection of 
municipal drinking water supplies and designated vulnerable areas. 

o Policies under Section 5.2 of the PPS, 2024 related to identification, 
management, and protection from natural hazards.  

 
3. Minister’s Zoning Orders 

 
Conservation Ontario supports a transparent approach to decision-making on 
planning matters, including incorporation of best available scientific information to 
inform safe planning and development in Ontario.  

• Under the current framework, MZOs are filed as regulations under the Planning Act. 
Prior to final posting, the proposed MZO regulation is posted on the Environmental 
Registry of Ontario with an opportunity for public and agency feedback.  

• CAs, among other agencies and interested parties, use this opportunity to provide 
early feedback on the proposed MZO, including identifying hazard constraints or 
applicable considerations for source water protection on the property. This 
approach provides the Minister with relevant, scoped, technical information for 
consideration when making a decision on proposed MZOs.  

• To support robust decision-making that considers the best available technical 
information, Conservation Ontario recommends that the Province provides an 
opportunity for feedback on proposed MZOs, prior to posting as final on a 
Government of Ontario website.  

 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on “Proposed Changes to 
the Planning Act (Schedule 10 of Bill 60 - the Fighting Delays, Building Faster Act, 2025)” 

Amendments to the Planning Act, and consequential amendments to the Legislation Act 
and Ontario Planning and Development Act, enable Minister’s Zoning Orders (MZOs) to 
be made by non-regulatory orders. Rather than being filed with the Registrar of 
Regulations and published to the e-Laws website, MZOs would be made by non-
regulatory orders, and published on a Government of Ontario website.  
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(ERO 025-1097). We would be pleased to further discuss these comments at your 
convenience.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Nicholas Fischer 
Nicholas Fischer 
Policy and Planning Specialist 
 
c.c: Conservation Authority CAOs/GMs 


