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RECOMMENDATIONS

Safeguard Canada’s flood insurance market and reduce disaster
recovery costs by continuing to invest in resilient critical
infrastructure, businesses, and homes.

1

That Natural Resources Canada continues to invest and build
on the 4-year commitment (2022/23-2025/26) of $15 million for
Ontario and $164.2 million across Canada through the Flood
Hazard Identification Mapping Program (FHIMP). This will
deliver the most up-to-date data to local governments and
decision-makers, informing long-term planning and ensuring
new and existing development can be insured.
That Natural Resources Canada continues to invest further to
the 4-year commitment (2024/25-2027/28) of $4.1 million for
Ontario and $41 million across Canada into the Climate-
Resilient Coastal Communities (CRCC) program and build on
the existing investment to co-develop long-term funding
solutions with provincial and municipal governments to scale
local adaptation actions and reduce insured losses. 

1.1

1.2

Unleash economic opportunities by bolstering local food supply
chains through continued investments in resilient agricultural
landscapes.

2

That Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada continues to invest
further to the 5-year commitment (2023/24-2027/28) of $56.7
million for Ontario through the Resilient Agriculture Lands
Program (RALP) to support local farmers in implementing
nature-based solutions that strengthen the long-term
viability and prosperity of Ontario’s farmland and
watercourses.

2.1

That Housing, Infrastructure and Communities Canada
continues to invest and build on the 14-year commitment
(2018/19-2031/32) of $4 billion for the Disaster Mitigation and
Adaptation Fund (DMAF) to repair and address aging water
and erosion control infrastructure, protecting large capital
assets such as dams, dykes, channels, and erosion control
structures vital to public safety and to keep flood and
erosion hazards from becoming costly disasters. 

1.3
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Build one Canadian economy by investing in local and entry-level
employment through conservation programs that fight climate change.

3

That Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) partners
with Conservation Ontario to deliver the Canadian Nature
Protection Fund through a $12 million investment in 2025-2026. This
will build on the $23.6 million investment that has been made by
ECCC since 2021 under the Nature Smart Climate Solutions Fund
and Canada Nature Fund where Conservation Authorities
leveraged $35.2 million in matching funds through municipal,
local, regional, and watershed partners. 

3.1

Uphold binational and provincial commitments to protect the
Great Lakes and Canada’s freshwater.

4

That the Canada Water Agency and ECCC continue to invest,
on average, $50 million annually into local projects under the
Great Lakes Freshwater Ecosystem Initiative (GLFEI) to adhere to
the commitments made under the Canada-United States Great
Lakes Water Quality Agreement (GLWQA) and to strengthen
and renew the Canada-Ontario Agreement on Great Lakes
Water Quality and Ecosystem Health (COA), protecting our
shared boundary waters.

4.1

Municipality of Chatham-Kent

That Employment and Social Development Canada (ESDC)
continues to partner with Conservation Ontario and Ontario’s 36
Conservation Authorities to foster local and entry-level
employment through the Canada Summer Job Program. 

3.2
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THE CHALLENGE

THE OPPORTUNITY

Flooding is the leading cause 
of public emergencies in Ontario 
Conservation Ontario and Ontario’s 36 Conservation
Authorities play a vital role in safeguarding our
communities from the devastating impacts of
flooding and erosion. By collaborating with
municipalities, provincial ministries, federal
departments, and agencies, Conservation
Authorities deliver local cost-effective programs
and services to our watershed residents that are
grounded in science and reduce the physical and
financial risks that can take years for communities
to recover from. Conservation Authorities’ proactive
approach to flood management ensures that
homes, businesses, roads, hospitals, and critical
municipal infrastructure are built outside of
floodplains and accessible by first responders.

Investments in local flood management delivered
through Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities are
a proven, cost-effective strategy that:

Despite our best
efforts, in 2024,
extreme flood
events across
Southern Ontario
caused extensive
damage to homes,
businesses and
municipal
infrastructure,
resulting in $1 billion
in insured losses
emphasizing the
need for continued
local investments. 

Strengthen Canada’s 
Front Line of Flood Defence

Enhances resilient infrastructure and
public safety.

Supports Canada’s National Adaptation
Strategy and fights climate change.
Reduces disaster recovery costs, business
disruptions, and insurance claims.

Advances the implementation of nature-
based solutions.
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Ontario’s strong land
use policies have
reduced flood hazard
risks to existing
housing compared to
other provinces. The
successful
collaboration
between
Conservation
Authorities, the
province, and local
governments in
prohibiting
development in high-
flood risk areas,
effectively minimizes
flood risks to
housing.
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Report-Canadian-Climate-Institute.pdf
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In 2025 and 2026, Conservation Ontario and Ontario’s 36 Conservation
Authorities remain committed to advancing our shared priorities that
protect communities and local businesses, fueling the fastest-growing
economy in the G7. Our ongoing collaborations:

ONTARIO’S EXPERTS IN FLOOD
MANAGEMENT AND RESILIENCE

Reduce risk to people and property from flooding and erosion
events through hazard mapping studies.

Bolster local mitigation, prevention, and adaptation actions
against flood and erosion events through cutting-edge hybrid,
green and grey infrastructure projects. 

Foster resilient agricultural lands through the implementation
of innovative nature-based solutions.

Safeguard the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River water quality
and lead scalable coastal resilience actions.

ACHIEVING RESULTS THROUGH LOCAL
FLOOD MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS
Conservation Authorities:

Monitor and model flood conditions across 402 municipalities,
ensuring early detection of flood events for our communities.

Issue over 300 flood warning messages each year to watershed and
coastal communities across Ontario, enhancing public safety and
minimizing costly disruptions to businesses and essential services.

Manage $4.1 billion of flood control and prevention infrastructure,
including 987 dams, dykes, channels, and erosion control structures.

Regulate development in hazardous areas and have mapped 26,800
km of flood-prone areas delivering the best available data to
decision-makers.
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Township of Malahide
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THE OPPORTUNITY

Contact
Angela Coleman, General Manager/CAO
acoleman@conservationontario.ca | 289-763-4807 
120 Bayview Parkway, Newmarket, ON L3Y 3W3

Conservation Ontario 
Conservation Ontario is the member organization of Ontario's 36
Conservation Authorities, working with all levels of government to advocate
for funding to enhance watershed programs and services. 

Conservation Authorities
Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities are local, watershed-based, natural
resource agencies located throughout the province. They are legislated
under Ontario’s Conservation Authorities Act and serve as Source Protection
Authorities under the Clean Water Act. Click here to find your local
Conservation Authority.

Kawartha Conservation Authority
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https://conservationontario.ca/conservation-authorities/find-a-conservation-authority
https://conservationontario.ca/conservation-authorities/find-a-conservation-authority
http://www.conservationontario.ca/

