
CONSERVATION ONTARIO
www.conservation-ontario.on.ca  info@conservation-ontario.on.ca
120 BAYVIEW PARKWAY, BOX 11, NEWMARKET, ON  L3Y 4W3 

TEL: 905-895-0716  FAX: 905-895-0751

Sharing Responsibility 
for Our Water and Land
WATERSHED STEWARDSHIP

Known for their watershed-based approach to
managing natural resources, Conservation
Authorities are also globally recognized for their
stewardship of our rivers, lakes and streams
through science-based programs and services.

Community involvement and partnerships are
very important to the way Conservation
Authorities do business. Conservation
Authorities work with municipalities, provincial
and federal governments, landowners,
agricultural and rural organizations,
environmental groups, businesses and residents.
They strive to make sure that everyone is
involved with either planning or delivering
programs to protect our watersheds.  A healthy
environment is the greatest legacy we can leave
our children and it is critical to the continued
economic growth and prosperity in Ontario.

Conservation Authorities are
THE NATURAL CHAMPIONS 
OF OUR ENVIRONMENT

Conservation Authorities protect, restore and
manage our watersheds for now and for the
future.

Most of Ontario's Conservation Authorities were
created over 50 years ago to protect families
and homes from floods. Today, they also
provide expertise and services in:

Watershed Management

Water Quality and Water Quantity 

Management

Flooding and Erosion

Afforestation

Natural Heritage

Agricultural and Rural Landowner Assistance

Environmental Education

Recreation

Almost 90 percent of Ontario's population live
in a watershed managed by a Conservation
Authority.

Conservation Authorities employ staff including
biologists, ecologists, land use planners,
engineers, hydrogeologists, agroscientists,
foresters, hydrologists and educators. They also
work with a wide network of local volunteers
and are guided by Boards of Directors comprised
of municipally elected and appointed officials. 

Conservation Authorities vary in size from
smaller operations managing one or two
watersheds to larger organizations managing one
sizable or several adjoining watersheds.
Conservation Authorities are non governmental
agencies funded mainly through self generated
revenues and municipal levies with some
additional funding from provincial and federal
grants.

"Conservation Authorities are tested,
publicly respected and accepted organizations…"

Justice Dennis O'Connor, Walkerton Inquiry, Part II Report, 2002

Conservation Authorities are the only agencies 
in Ontario structured on a watershed basis.

Contact your local 
Conservation Authority:




