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Ontario 2019 Budget
Conservation Authorities Unclear About Impacts to Budgets

NEWMARKET April 11, 2019 - Ontario’s 2019 Budget was released today and
conservation authorities have received no confirmation about the status of their important
provincial transfer payments that ensure safe drinking water, protect people and reduce
costly damages from flooding, and help Ontario to adapt to climate change impacts such
as threatened water quality.

“Ontario’s 36 conservation authorities receive transfer payments for natural hazards and
drinking water source protection programs and we don’t know yet if there are changes to
this funding,” said Kim Gavine, General Manager of Conservation Ontario.

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry’s natural hazards programs help to fund
activities such as floodplain mapping, flood forecasting and warning, monitoring and
emergency planning, as well as address priority issues around aging flood prevention
infrastructure such as dams.

The Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks’ Drinking Water Source Protection
program funds source protection planning and implementation programs that protect
important urban and rural sources of drinking water. This program was established after
the Walkerton contaminated water tragedy in May 2000 when 7 people died and over
2,000 people were made sick by contamination at a municipal well site.

Conservation Ontario is following up with the Province to clarify the status of the transfer
payment funding. “Since all transfer payments have been under the microscope, we
expect to hear something very shortly about the conservation authorities, ” Gavine said.
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905.895.0716 ext 231

Jane Lewington, Marketing & Communications Specialist jlewington@conservationontario.ca
905.895.0716. ext 222

Conservation Ontario represents Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities.
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