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This project is funded in part by the governments of Canada and Ontario under the 

Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership (Sustainable CAP), a 5-year, federal-

provincial-territorial initiative.

 



 

1 
 

1. Program Overview 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Resilient Agricultural Landscape Program (RALP) Marginal 

Lands Initiative is to create or enhance natural features on marginal agricultural 

lands to reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions, sequester carbon, and 

increase Ecosystem Goods and Services.  Conservation Ontario (CO) is the 

Administrator of this program.  

Objectives 

This Project contributes to the following objectives:   

➢ Climate change mitigation, including greenhouse gas reduction and 

carbon sequestration 

➢ Improved soil health; 

➢ Reduced nutrient losses from agriculture;  

➢ Enhanced pollinator habitat;   

➢ Increased biodiversity; and    

➢ Climate change adaptation. 

 

2. Eligibility 

Geographic Scope 

Funding will support RALP Eligible Practices within Ontario. 

The Activities must take place on “farmland” (as per Municipal Property 

Assessment Corporation definition of farmland at https://www.mpac.ca). 

Eligible Applicants 

Eligible Applicants include Ontario-based non-governmental organizations and 

indigenous (First Nations, Inuit, Metis) Groups, and/or including Tribal Councils, 

associations or organizations who deliver agri-environmental stewardship 

projects. 

The farmers partnering in the Initiative must have an Environmental Farm Plan 

(EFP) or be working towards completing the EFP process. They must also have 

https://www.mpac.ca/
https://www.ontariosoilcrop.org/canada-ontario-environmental-farm-plan/
https://www.ontariosoilcrop.org/canada-ontario-environmental-farm-plan/
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Farm Business Registration Number (FBRN) or provide proof that the land is 

assessed as agricultural land.  

Ineligible Applicants are limited to: Federal, provincial, municipal, and territorial 

government departments or agencies and legal persons directly engaged as 

agricultural producers. 

 

 

3. Funding Details 

Duration: This intake is for funding for the following years:  

• April 1st, 2026 - March 31st, 2027 

• April 1st, 2027 - March 31st, 2028 

Activities funded under RALP will not be entitled to carbon credits/greenhouse 

gas (GHG) offsets for the duration of the land use agreement, after which, 

applicants may be eligible for Federal and Provincial GHG offset systems, as 

applicable.  

 

Matching Funds 

This program has a match funding objective of 1:1, but matching is not 

mandatory. If other sources of funding are being used for a project, they must 

be reported accordingly.  

The funding cannot be matched with other initiatives that claim carbon credits 

(e.g., 2 Billion Trees, Nature Smart Climate Solutions Fund, RALP administered by 

Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association). 

 

4. RALP Eligible Practices  

The following practices are considered eligible under the RALP program: 
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RALP Eligible Practices 

[27] Strip planting of perennial cover to create grassed waterways or to 

manage salinity within a field (includes terraces and farmable berms) 

[49] Convert marginal and high- risk annual cropland to permanent grassland 

(or perennial biomass crops; includes establishment of native or tame forages) 

[50] Creation or widening of buffers (trees or shrubs) in agricultural fields 

adjacent to surface water sources, as well as other actions to protect existing 

riparian areas such as reshaping of edges and fields; 

[52] Establishment of pollinator strips or other perennial cover for pollinator 

habitat or other biodiversity purposes in fields or field margins of existing 

cropland (area planted with high value plants that pollinators like) 

[53] Establishment of shelterbelts for farmyards, livestock facilities, and fields 

as well as intercropping with trees on annual cropland 

[60] Planting of trees or shrubs on marginal or high-risk cropland 

[65] Wetland restoration, construction of new wetlands 

[138] Water retention ponds 

 

 

5. Selection Method/Evaluation Criteria 

All proposals will be evaluated on a combination of the following: 

• Evidence of support of the desired outcomes for the initiative (GHG 

reduction, carbon sequestration, ecological goods and services, etc.). 

• The Lead organization and partners have successful experience 

delivering initiatives that align with the RALP Marginal Lands 

objectives and intended RALP Eligible Practices. 

• Evidence of collaboration and partnership: proposal involves two or 

more agri-environmental stewardship delivery partners working at a 

sub-watershed, watershed or regional scale.  
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• Evidence of a strategic approach (watershed based, regional) with 

evidence and links to specific strategies. 

• Capacity: staff and technical capacity, administrative capacity. 

• Evidence of engagement of Indigenous Communities in the past and 

in the Proposed RALP Marginal Lands Initiative. 

• A clear and strategic plan, outline and description for outreach to 

agricultural producers and strong ability to achieve a high level of 

landowner engagement and uptake in completing RALP Eligible 

Practices. 

• Knowledge transfer and communications plan to transfer results of 

proposal activities to the broader agricultural sector. 

• A realistic, well-defined budget that is aligned to proposal description. 

 

6. Other Important Requirements 

Land-Use Agreements: Recipients will be required to have a Land-Use 

Agreement with each primary producer upon whose land (owned or rented) the 

recipient is carrying out part of the recipient activities. The term of the Land-Use 

Agreements will be a minimum of 10 years and must be made available to the 

Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness (OMAFA) upon request.  

 

Reporting: Recipients will be required to provide RALP Eligible Practice-specific 

data collection applicable to the Initiative. This will be done through financial 

and activity reports, due quarterly to Conservation Ontario.  This includes 

project specific information on location, previous use and work completed.  

Recipients must submit a Transaction Report outlining eligible claims along with 

any invoices or receipts for expenditures before receiving payment. 

 

7. Recipient Eligible Costs 

The following cost categories are eligible under the RALP program: 

1. Project Administration  
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Recipients may allocate up to 10% of the total RALP Initiative Funds to 

Project Administration. This includes the following:   

 

A. Salary And Benefits For Recipient’s Employees: The salary and 

benefits (excluding severance pay) of the Recipient’s employees who 

are working directly on carrying out the Activities. Where they are not 

dedicated solely to carrying out the Activities, the salaries and 

benefits must be pro-rated to reflect that portion of the salaries and 

benefits that apply to carrying out the Activities.  

 

Activities that fall under Salary and Benefits for “Project 

Administration” include: Recipient initiative planning, outreach, 

identifying project sites, development, reporting and accounting. 

 

B. Administration and Overhead Costs: These are costs which are 

directly attributable to the carrying out of the RALP eligible Practices.  

 

C. Communications: The costs of developing communications 

products, including translation of those products and promoting the 

Initiative, knowledge transfer. 

 

2. Project Implementation 

 

A minimum of 90% of the total RALP Initiative Funds must be allocated 

to Project Implementation. Project Implementation includes the 

following:   

A. Salary And Benefits For Recipient’s Employees: The salary and 

benefits (excluding severance pay) of the Recipient’s employees who 

are working directly on carrying out the Activities. Where they are not 

dedicated solely to carrying out the Activities, the salaries and 

benefits must be pro-rated to reflect that portion of the salaries and 

benefits that apply to carrying out the Activities.  

 

Activities that fall under Salary and Benefits for “Project 

Implementation” include planning activities related to implementing 

the BMP, on-the-ground implementation (e.g. tree planting) by 

Recipient staff.  
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B. Third party service providers to implement projects: 

(a) Contractors’ costs to implement eligible best management 

practices on marginal agricultural lands, including: 

(i) Conversion of marginal and high-risk annual 

cropland to permanent grassland (or perennial 

biomass crops) (includes establishment of native or 

tame forages); 

(ii) Planting of native trees/shrubs on marginal or high-

risk cropland; 

(iii) Wetland restoration, construction of new wetlands; 

(iv) Creation or widening of buffers (native trees or 

native shrubs) in agricultural fields adjacent to 

surface water sources, as well as other actions to 

protect existing riparian areas such as reshaping of 

edges and fields;  

(v) Water retention ponds; 

(vi) Establishment of native pollinator strips or other 

native perennial cover for pollinator habitat or 

other biodiversity purposes in fields or field 

margins of existing cropland (area planted with 

native high value plants that pollinators like); 

(vii) Strip planting of perennial cover to create grassed 

waterways or to manage salinity within a field 

(includes terraces and farmable berms); and 

(viii) Establishment of shelterbelts for farmyards, 

livestock facilities and fields as well as intercropping 

with trees on annual cropland. 

(ix) Constructed works that support implementation of 

the above practices can be considered as eligible 

activities and included in development of payment 

levels.  Constructed works can include contour 

terraces, gully stabilization, bank stabilization, drop 

inlet systems and enhanced infiltration systems, in- 

channel control, and erosion control dams, 

mechanical wind screens, earthwork related to 

construction or plugging of old drains, engineering 

consultant fees associated with construction, re-

vegetation costs (e.g., seed, plantings, etc.).  
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C. Purchasing Of Goods: Costs associated with carrying out the 

Recipient Project, including: 

a. Purchase of materials including native trees, native shrubs, 

native grasses, native plant materials; 

b. Purchase of liners, erosion control materials for water 

retention features and wetlands; 

c. Site maintenance including mowing/grading, weed control, 

invasive species control, seed/plant bed preparations, 

replanting to address mortality; 
d. Maps and land resource products; and 

e. Planning and decision support tools, including purchase of 

computer software for supporting mapping and land resource 

product development, and aerial/specialized land mapping 

imagery; 

 

 

D. Other: Other costs that are, in the Administrator’s discretion, direct, 

incremental, and necessary for the successful completion of the 

Recipient Project, provided those costs have been approved by the 

Administrator in writing prior to being incurred. 

 

8. Recipient Ineligible Costs 

- Any cost incurred prior to the Recipient’s RFP being approved under the 

Initiative or after the completion date for a Recipient RFP Submission; 

- Any costs related to ongoing, annual payments to landowners; 

- Any cost that the Recipient incurs without first obtaining the prior written 

consent of Conservation Ontario (the Administrator); 

- Any cost that is not specifically set out as a Recipient Eligible Costs or that 

was not approved by Conservation Ontario in writing prior to the 

Recipient incurring the cost;  

- Any cost that will be funded or reimbursed through any other agreement 

with any third party other than other ministries, agencies and 

organizations of the Government of Ontario; 

- Any cost associated with providing any reports to Conservation Ontario or 

other information required by Conservation Ontario; 

- Any cost associated with lobbying the Province, including other Ministries, 

agencies and organizations of the Government of Ontario or Canada, 
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including other departments, agencies and organizations of the 

Government of Canada;  

- Any cost that was, in Conservation Ontario’s opinion, unreasonably 

incurred or is not necessary for the successful completion of the Activities; 

- Any cost associated with filling out an application for funding;  

- Any cost for goods or services provided by Canada, including other 

departments and agencies of the Government of Canada; and 

- The cost of goods, services or both acquired directly or indirectly from 

other persons –– that are not Arm’s Length from the Recipient that 

include any mark up for profit, return of investment or overhead unless 

approved by the Province in writing prior to those costs being incurred. 

 

9. Duty to Consult 

After a contribution agreement is signed between the Recipient and 

Conservation Ontario, the Duty to Consult process will begin. Below are the 

Recipient steps for the Duty to Consult procedural aspects. This process will be 

iterative and may be updated as we work through the process.   

1. Submission of the RALP Recipient Workplan to OMAFA: 

Recipient provides information about planned projects that may 

potentially engage the Duty to Consult. This information includes 

project location and relevant information related to project 

construction. The Workplan template will be provided.  

2. OMAFA Reviews  Recipient Workplan: OMAFA will review the 

provided Workplan to determine which projects engage the Duty to 

Consult. 

3. Letter of Direction for Duty to Consult: OMAFA will provide a 

Letter of Direction for those projects that engage the Duty to 

Consult and require consultation.  Projects that do not engage the 

Duty to Consult will be informed in writing.   

4. Recipient Organizations Conduct Procedural Aspects: Recipient 

organizations prepare, send and confirm receipt of initial 

notification outlining projects that may have a potential for adverse 

impact on established and asserted Aboriginal and/or Treaty 

Rights. 
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5. Recipient Organization Submits Record of Communication: 

Recipient organizations will keep track of all correspondence in a 

record of communication. A template to track communication be 

provided.  

 

10. Deadline and Submission Instructions 

Interested applicants must submit the following by October 31, 2025 at 4:00pm 

ET via email to RALP@conservationontario.ca. 

1. RFP Form 

2. Workplan & Budget Information Spreadsheet 

3. Map or shapefiles of Initiative location(s) 

4. Letters of Support 

5. Other supporting documents 


