Final Version

MEMORANDUM OF COOPERATION (MOC)
(April 17, 2018)

BETWEEN:

CONSERVATION ONTARIO (“CO”)
AND

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN AS REPRESENTED BY THE
MINISTER OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND FORESTRY FOR ONTARIO
(“the Province”)

(together referred to as “the Parties”)

WHEREAS Conservation authorities (CAs) have played a significant role in Ontario’s
natural resource management landscape for over 70 years, establishing a successful
legacy of resource stewardship and an impressive record of protecting people, property,
and communities from water-related natural hazards.

CAs hold a wealth of expertise and local information regarding the conservation,
restoration, development and management of natural resources that is important in the
implementation of shared priorities with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
(MNRF) and play a key role in supporting the conservation, restoration and responsible
management of natural resources on a watershed basis.

Given CAs deliver a number of programs and services on behalf of various provincial ministries,
it is critical that the various ministries that work directly with CAs are also working with each
other to explore and better define expectations for provincially-delegated roles and
responsibilities to ensure that they are being assigned to CAs in a coordinated matter.

MNRF administers the Conservation Authorities Act which sets out the legislative
framework for the establishment and operation of CAs in Ontario.

Since 1980, CO has represented all of Ontario’s 36 CAs and has proven to be the
partner of choice to promote and continually strengthen watershed-based conservation
in Ontario.

The 2012 Commission on the Reform of Ontario’s Public Service’s Report (i.e., the
Drummond Report) made various recommendations to ensure effective and efficient
resource and environmental management delivery, and in particular noted overlap
between CAs, municipalities, and the Province.
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In 2017, ‘Conserving Our Future: A Modernized Conservation Authorities Act’ was
released as part of the Conservation Authorities Act Review and outlines establishing
an MOC to increase coordination between CAs and the Province.

The Province and CO have shared aspirations of promoting a watershed approach to
provide for the organization and delivery of programs and services that further the
conservation, restoration, development and management of natural resources.

CAs play an important role in delivering programs and services on behalf of the
Province and their participating municipalities. The Conservation Autherities Act
provides CAs with the ability to develop their own suite of programs and services
tailored to their own individual authority and its local needs. This diversity and flexibility
is important while still working to promote consistency, where possible.

Science based, watershed-based programs and services that CAs provide will be
increasingly required in the face of climate change and the resulting vulnerabilities to
biodiversity and natural resources in Ontario.

Issues in natural resource conservation and management within Ontario’s watershed is
complex and involves many organizations and levels of governments. In responding to
these issues, ensuring coordination and alignment of responses by both parties is
important.

As such, the Parties wish to continue to work together in a relationship of respect,
ongoing consultation and cooperation on matters of mutual interest through this MOC.
These parties desire to exchange input on broad policy and program matters of
common interest, and to identify potential implications that could arise from proposed
changes in legislation, regulations, Conservation Ontario resolutions, policies, and
programs.

NOW THEREFORE the Parties agree as follows:

1. PURPOSE

The Province and CO share a common interest in maintaining a strong relationship that
enables the Parties to work in a collaborative and coordinated fashion. The purpose of
this MOC is to:

a. Establish a framework to guide the Province and CO in consultation, and
collaboration;

b. support and promote a seamlessly productive working relationship between the
Province and CO, and

c. foster a long-term relationship between the Parties that results in effective
resource management on a watershed basis.
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