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Flooding is the leading
cause of public
emergencies in
Ontario, and
communities along
the Great Lakes
coastline are the most
vulnerable to its
impacts.

Coastal floods are
worsened by hazards
such as high water
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infrastructure,
recreational areas,
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access for first
responders.

Coastal Conservation
Authorities are local

watershed experts
who identify and
monitor areas prone
to flooding across the
Great Lakes region,
and regulate
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Conservation Authorities
Reduce Risk to People and
Property Across the Great Lakes

Ontario’s 26 Coastal Conservation Authorities
are the first line of defence against coastal
flooding and catastrophic loss. Working in
partnership with local municipalities, our
watershed experts conduct coastal hazard
assessments to identify high-risk and
problematic areas within coastal communities,
ensuring decision-makers have access to the
best available data to guide development
away from hazardous areas.

Our proactive approach to coastal hazard
management is one of the most effective and
cost-efficient ways to build resilient
communities, minimize damage, and reduce
insured losses.

Conservation Authorities

Keep Coastal Communities Informed

Each year, the 26 Coastal Conservation Authorities issue flood forecasting
messages and warnings to communities across 62 municipalities, informing
watershed residents of the current flood status across the Great Lakes region.

Coastal Conservation Authorities
and the Ministry of Natural
Resources collaborate to forecast
where and when flooding along
the Great Lakes is likely to occur,
and to issue timely flood
messages that keep communities
and emergency managers
informed. By working together,
Conservation Authorities and the
Province are building resilient,
flood-ready coastal communities.

9 Lower Thames Conservation Authority

Visit www.conservationontario.ca to find your local Conservation
Authority and learn more about flood hazards in your community.






