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Education and Outreach for Source Protection 

General Source Water Protection 
Messages 

Audiences Key Content 

All 
Audiences 

• Your drinking water comes from a natural source, even if it 
receives treatment.  

• Protecting the natural water sources from pollution is important 
for keeping drinking water safe.  

• Whether you maintain your septic system or chemicals in 
products you use can contribute to pollution that may affect our 
water sources.  

• Pollutants can put stress on our environment, require expensive 
treatment to remove, and sometimes cannot be removed from 
our water sources and a new source has to be found.  

• Protecting our drinking water sources can be easy. Small 
actions make a difference. Your actions matter.  

• Ontario’s Clean Water Act helps protect our municipal drinking 
water by empowering communities to better protect their local 
water sources. 

• The source protection committee that represents your 
community has developed a plan that identifies ways that your 
local drinking water can be better protected.  

• Some parts of your community may be identified as “highly 
vulnerable” to contamination. Highly vulnerable areas are 
identified based on their natural characteristics, including the 
type of soil and rock in those areas and how quickly water can 
travel through it.   

• Wellhead protection areas are the above ground points where 
drinking water wells can be accessed. The areas around 
wellheads may be more susceptible to contamination and you 
may need to take specific action to ensure they remain a safe 
source of drinking water. Your municipality may contact you if 
you live near a wellhead to ensure you take necessary steps to 
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help protect your local drinking water. These steps may include 
having your septic system inspected regularly to ensure it is 
working properly. 

• We all have a role and a responsibility to protect our 
environment and help preserve the quality and quantity of our 
drinking water. 

• Find out more about protecting your drinking water by 
contacting your municipal office or local conservation authority. 

Industries/ 
Private 
Business 
Owners 

• Clean, abundant drinking water is an irreplaceable part of our 
economic infrastructure. Safe drinking water is an essential part 
of what makes Ontario an attractive place to do business and 
helps attract skilled workers.   

• Water is a crucial raw material that all businesses depend on 
directly or indirectly.   

• Businesses have an interest in protecting our valuable water 
resources to support the communities in which they operate, to 
provide for their business activities, and to help keep water 
treatment costs from rising.   

• What materials you use for production, where and how you 
store dangerous liquids, or even using less water can help 
protect our water sources.  

• Under Ontario’s Clean Water Act, activities performed by 
private industries and business can be a potential risk to 
drinking water sources, such as fuel storage and waste 
management.  

• It costs less to avoid harm to our water sources than to try to 
repair damage to our water sources after the fact, and water 
sources can be damaged permanently.  

• Protecting water sources can be as simple as knowing whether 
your business is in an area where water sources are more 
vulnerable, being more careful of where and how chemicals are 
stored, or using more environmentally friendly materials.  

• Business and industry have an important role and a 
responsibility to protect the water sources that help keep our 
economy and communities strong. 
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RESOURCES 
 
Use these resources to provide information on source water protection. 
 

SOURCE WATER PROTECTION MAP 
Link 
Author 
Date Published 
Notes 

Source Water Protection Map 
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change 
February 2016 
View this map to see if your property is in a vulnerable area 
and subject to source protection plan policies. This interactive 
map provides the first provincial view of the more than 970 
wellhead protection areas and 150 intake protection zones 
within the source protection areas in Ontario. You can access 
over 20 layers of information every time you do a customised 
search. For the first time, the public will be able to see the 
wellhead protection areas and intake protection zones of the 
lakes, rivers and aquifers that supply their drinking water. This 
tool provides them with information needed to make informed 
property-based decisions. As well, this tool will help ministries 
and other agencies implement source protection plan policies. 

RAISIN SOUTH NATION SOURCE PROTECTION BROCHURE SERIES* 
Link 
Author 
Date Published 
Notes 

Raisin South Nation Source Protection Brochure Series 
Raisin South Nation Source Protection Region 
2014 
Read this brochure series about source protection and 
agriculture, fuel, pesticides, septic systems, water conservation 
and private wells. 
  
*This organization requires written credit for use of excerpted 
materials. 

http://www.applications.ene.gov.on.ca/swp/en/index.php
http://www.yourdrinkingwater.ca/page.php?id=61
http://www.yourdrinkingwater.ca/page.php?id=61
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POLLUTION PROBE*: SOURCE WATER PROTECTION PRIMER 
Link 
Author 
Date Published 
Notes 

The Source Water Protection Primer 
Pollution Probe  
May 2004 
Get information about the importance of source water 
protection for our health, ecosystems and economy.  
 
*This organization requires written credit for use of excerpted 
materials. 

 
OTHER INFORMATION 
 
For inquiries about this information sheet contact: 
Chris MacLean, Senior Advisor Stakeholder Relations  
Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change 
3rd floor, 40 St. Clair Avenue West, Toronto, ON M4V 1M2 
416-212-1334 
 
Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change  
Public Information Centre 
2nd Floor, Macdonald Block, 900 Bay Street, Suite M2-22 
Toronto, ON M7A 1N3 
Tel: 416-325-4164; Toll-free: 1-800-565-4923; TTY 1-855-515-2759 
 
The contents of this information sheet are provided for informational purposes 
only and are not intended to provide specific advice or recommendations in any 
circumstances. Some of the material on this information sheet has been obtained 
from sources other than the Government of Ontario. The Government of Ontario 
cannot and does not guarantee that the information on this information sheet is 
current, accurate, complete or free of errors. Any reliance upon any information 
provided on this information sheet is solely at the risk of the user. The user may 
choose to refer directly to the publications listed in this information sheet for 
further, more complete information on the topic area. The linking to other 
publications does not imply on the part of the Government of Ontario any 
endorsement or guarantee of any of the organizations or information (including 
the right to display such information) found on their respective web sites. These 
linked Web sites/publications may or may not be available in French.  

http://www.pollutionprobe.org/publications/the-source-water-protection-primer/

