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15 Anniversar
A.D. LATORNELL CONSERVATION SYMPOSIUM

The theme of our 2009 calendar, Local Solutions for Global Challenges, looks at the impact that global
environmental conditions are having on our local environment.

This calendar is printed in conjunction with the annual A.D. Latornell Conservation Symposium,

which recently celebrated its 15th Anniversary. This popular event offers a wonderful opportunity to
people working within Ontario’s environmental sector to network and share information about programs
and policies in order to ensure a healthy environment and a better quality of life for people in Ontario.
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The Symposium is held in the memory
of Arthur Douglas Latornell (1923 - 1991),
a leading conservationist whose tireless

.

-

dedication to the grass roots conservation
movement in Southern Ontario fostered

a legacy of environmental milestones
for years. Mr. Latornell was also a strong

supporter of young conservation

professionals.
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Dld You
Know...

The Canadian Youth Climate Coalition is tackling the biggest challenge of
our generation - the growing climate crisis. Acting locally, provincially, federally,
and even on the global scene, these Canadian youth are campaigning for real
action to be taken. Working in linked networks across the country, they are
writing articles, making speeches and contacting politicians and other leaders
to remind them of the important role they play in ensuring a healthy
environment now and for the future. www.ourclimate.ca

A GLOBAL LIFESTYLE - ADAPTING TO
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AT HOME

There is an urgent need to explore new
ways to help us and our environment
adapt to the growing impacts of pressing
global environmental challenges such as
climate change, rapid growth, biodiversity
and habitat loss, declining water resources
and other critical stressors.

Everyone has the capacity to do something.

Conservationists deliver programs as well
as track and monitor the conditions

of our watersheds. Equally important,

they communicate the science behind

our environment so that we can make

the important changes necessary to ensure
our future.

At home, we can ‘live smaller’ by reducing
how much we consume and by living more
‘locally’ (buying products and food that are
produced closer to home).

Photo : Chris Lemi
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) Ecosystem services are “services that humans derive from ecological
D’d YOU functions such as photosynthesis, oxygen production, water purification
and so on” (Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy 2005). The average value of
KnOW.. . all these goods and services, estimated world-wide, is $33 trillion US

per year. Some of the values are determined directly, e.g. sport fishing
and others are determined by what it would cost to artificially replace
the natural service, e.g. water storage and flood control.

o Ministry.of Natural Resources

BENEFITS OF A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

The benefits of a healthy environment are
obvious - clean water, clean air and better
overall health.

But if we look closely we see these benefits
multiply in sometimes unexpected ways.
For instance, a healthy watershed can more
easily adapt to extreme weather events —

it can handle flooding, resist erosion and
better protect the quality of drinking
water sources. A healthy watershed is also
able to store water for future uses such

as agriculture and other natural resource
economies. It improves opportunities for
recreation and attracts tourism — which
improves our health and our economy.
These are only some of the many benefits
we enjoy when we live in a healthy
environment.
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PROTECTING OUR

MOST PRECIOUS RESOURCE - WATER

We do not have an unlimited supply

of water. All the water that has ever been,
or will ever be available, is on the surface
of the Earth, under the earth’s surface or
in the air as humidity and precipitation.

The water that we use today is recycled
from the earth, to the air and back to earth
in what is known as the water cycle.

If we use too much water too quickly,
before it can be replenished, we will face
water shortages. Seasonal water shortages
can become chronic water shortages

if we don't take steps now to conserve.
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) Drinking Water sources for Ontario’s communities are prot
D’d You under the Clean Water Act. By 2012, we will be required to
protection plans in place that protect the quality and amo
K"OM/. .o we have available in Ontario watersheds. Conservation A
and the Ministry of the Environment are bringing industr
the public together to find ways to protect this important
www.cleanwaterforontario.ca
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THE CHANGING ATTITUDE A
TOWARD CLIMATE CHANGE F a0

All ecosystems and the people who live

in them are being impacted by changes in
our climate. Air pollution and greenhouse
gases have significant long-term impacts
to the health, social, economic and
ecological well-being of Ontario.

The impacts of climate change include:

Increases in average temperatures
Drier conditions

More frequent severe weather
Lower Great Lakes water levels
Greater evaporation rates creating
water scarcities

Decreased cold water fisheries
Increased air pollution

Protecting our local watersheds can help
to make our environment more resilient —
tougher — and is one of the keys to
adapting to climate change.
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) Allowing your shoreline vegetation to grow a
D’d You helps to keep the water clean and also provid
and other wildlife and insects to live. Plants s

Know... the water. Conservation Authorities, in partn
as Ontario Stewardship, work with landowne

supply of our water by helping them to imple

Photo: Adam McAllister, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
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of wild plants, animals and their habitats
in our environment. We call this natural
variety “biodiversity”. There is growing
concern about the significant and rapid
decline in biodiversity around the world -
nature’s “building blocks” are going missing
at an alarming rate.
Although human activities play a big
role in the disappearance of our natural
biodiversity, we can also be part of the
solution. The great thing about biodiversity " A : £t
is that everything is connected. We need e N I Fipe 18 0 e & B b, éf_
to use our connections to make a positive i o i ; : ir L t. 1
difference in the fight to maintain 4 - &N 1 ' LAt - iy
biodiversity. BN : : : sy 1 :
There are things we can do.
Learn more about biodiversity and why
it's important to a healthy environment.
Provide a healthy habitat in your own
backyard and neighbourhood by
practicing ‘good gardening.
Become a volunteer monitor — help us to
keep an eye on the plants, birds and other
wildlife.
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) Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy was develop
D’d You of contributors in partnership with the Ont
prevent the loss of diversity of Ontario’s nat
Know... and insects, as well as the forests, wetlands,

Together these partners are working to pro
biodiversity in the province. To learn more
Ministry of Natural Resources’ website at w!

atural Resources
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Conservation Areas are natural areas
owned by Ontario’s 36 Conservation
Authorities. There are over 400
Conservation Areas in Ontario altogether,
and about 250 of these are easily
accessible. Contained within them

are a wide array of important natural
features such as lakes, rivers and streams,
wetlands, sand dunes, beaches, waterfalls,
caves and forests - many that can easily
be explored.

The vast majority of Conservation Areas
offer family-friendly activities such as
hiking, picnicking and fishing. Many have
boating, sailing, canoeing, and a number
offer swimming, camping, and mountain
biking. Many are open year round and offer
winter fun as well, including snowshoeing,
cross-country skiing, downhill skiing and
ice fishing.

Conservation Areas help connect people
with their environment.

To find a Conservation Area near you,
go to: www.ontarioconservationareas.ca
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It is important that we protect the

habitat that provides fish with clean

water, spawning and rearing grounds,

an adequate food supply and clear
migration routes. In doing so, we safeguard
sport and commercial fishing industries
worth millions of dollars annually, provide
aboriginal peoples a traditional source

of food and income, and help protect

our well-being by ensuring that the
waterbodies around which we live,

work and play are environmentally healthy
and pleasant places to be. Fisheries and
Oceans Canada works together with
Conservation Authorities, Parks Canada,
the Ministry of Natural Resources and
other agencies to conserve and protect
fish habitat across Ontario.
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A species at risk is a native plant

or animal that is at risk of extinction

or of disappearing from the province

of Ontario. We are lucky to live in

a province with lots of wild places and
wild species. But there are signs that our
natural systems - lands, waters, animals
and plants - are in trouble.

The main threats to our native wild species
and places in Ontario are:

habitat loss;

pollution;

invasive species;

over-harvesting.

As a result of the threats listed above,
more than 180 of Ontario’s wild species
are at risk, that’s over one-third of all the
species at risk in Canada. The good news
is that together, we can act now to protect
and recover many of these species.
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THE NATURE OF STEWARDSHIP

Increasing temperatures associated with
climate change create more drought
and frequent severe weather resulting
in flood and erosion problems as well as
contributing to lower levels and flow in
rivers, lakes, streams and groundwater.

Planting buffers and trees, setting land
aside to protect important water recharge
areas, protecting water quality through
tree and shrub planting and protecting

or restoring important wetlands are
stewardship best management practices
that can be implemented by organizations
and landowners to make our environment
more resilient.

Conservation Authorities, Stewardship
Councils, landowners, and all levels of
government work with many other local
partners to plan and deliver a variety

of stewardship initiatives.
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WETLANDS ARE THE HEART
OF OUR WATERSHEDS

The four main types of wetlands in

Ontario are: marshes, swamps, fens

and bogs. They are the most productive s T e, Y ' at R e oy St
and biologically diverse habitats in S T S e R | 1? RO
the province. However, more than 70% 0 S MRS L T ' ke R ELY AT T R
of the wetlands in southern Ontario i [ : L

have been lost.

Wetlands are important because they:
prevent flooding by storing water
filter harmful contaminants out of water

keep our water cycle flowing by recharging
and discharging groundwater

provide important habitat for animals and
plants, including many species at risk

provide recreational opportunities

How does Climate Change affect wetlands?

wetlands shrink or disappear
habitat for wildlife is degraded or lost

the biodiversity of wetlands could decrease
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GREAT LAKES AND THE AMERICAN EEL

The American Eel is a “catadromous”
species that spawns in the sea and lives
in accessible freshwater, estuarine and
coastal areas. Its Canadian range includes
the Lake Ontario-St. Lawrence River system,
up to Niagara Falls. This population

has been in serious decline since the
mid-1980s for many reasons, including
barriers that block migration routes

and cause turbine mortality, fisheries,
and changing environmental conditions
that threaten their habitat.

Fisheries and Oceans Canada, the Ministry
of Natural Resources, and Ontario Power
Generation have implemented an action
plan for reducing mortality at the Moses
Saunders dam; one example of many
inter-jurisdictional initiatives that are being
implemented to address the decline.
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Did You
Know...

Volunteers play a big part in watershed monitoring. For instance,
Kawartha Weather Watchers, a volunteer group led by Kawartha
Conservation, record temperature and precipitation at the same
locations once every day. This group has been recording weather
data for over ten years. The Information is compiled in a database that
reflects local weather patterns, and is used in subwatershed studies.

KEEPING AN EYE ON OUR WATERSHEDS

Monitoring the health of a watershed is
important. It helps us to ensure a long-
term supply of clean drinking water and
healthy and diverse habitats for plants,
insects, birds, fish and mammals.

In partnership, Conservation Authorities,
Environment Canada, municipalities and
the Province of Ontario monitor various
watersheds throughout Ontario.

Monitoring helps us see early warning
signs that the ecosystem is changing and
helps us to adapt to the impacts of climate
change - just another way we have of
finding local solutions for global challenges.
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Cette publication est également disponible en frangais.
Designed and Produced by Allset Inc.
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Conservation Ontario

Box 11, 120 Bayview Parkway

Newmarket, ON L3Y 4W3

T:905.895.0716 F:905.895.0751

Conservation Ontario Represents Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities
www.conservationontario.ca

(R

);>O e
%8 Ntario
Biodiversity Section
Ministry of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 7000
300 Water Street, 2nd Floor, North Tower
Peterborough, ON K9J 8M5
Protecting What Sustains Us
www.ontario.ca/mnr

I*I Fisheries and Oceans Péches et Océans
Canada Canada

Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Central and Arctic Region
Ontario-Great Lakes Area

867 Lakeshore Road
Burlington, ON L7R 4A6
www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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Ontario Stewardship Program

Ministry of Natural Resources

P.O. Box 7000

300 Water Street, 4th Floor, South Tower

Peterborough, ON K9J 8M5

The Ontario Stewardship Program represents 43 Stewardship Councils
www.ontariostewardship.org



