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Conservation Authorities 

Fisheries and Oceans, Central and Arctic Staff 

 

All, 
 

 

Subject:  New DFO-CO Memorandum of Understanding 

 

 

We would like announce the signing of a new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

between Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) and Conservation Ontario.  This MOU with 

Conservation Ontario replaces the original 36 individual Conservation Authority agreements. 

 

It reflects the long standing working relationship DFO has had with Conservation Authorities 

(CAs) and builds on the changes that have occurred with the amendments to the Fisheries Act 

and the DFO shift from the Fish Habitat Management Program to the new Fisheries 

Protection Program. 

 

Under this MOU the parties will work together to develop a collaborative approach to 

fisheries and aquatic resource protection in Ontario. 

 

CAs and DFO are acknowledged as partners with respective responsibilities for regulatory 

reviews and approvals as well as in aquatic resource protection. Furthermore, this MOU can 

make use of Conservation Authorities’ interactions with watershed stakeholders to make them 

aware of the Fisheries Act, Species at Risk Act and associated regulatory and policy 

frameworks and, where appropriate, draws upon CAs’ local expertise for the development of 

Fisheries Act off-setting plans. Additionally, the parties can establish, clear, comprehensive 

and harmonized standards, guidelines and procedures to provide advice to planning and 

development proponents. 

 

The next steps will be the development of a working group, under this MOU, to create a 

workplan for moving this partnership forward.  Workplan items can include training, 

communication protocols, guidance documents, fisheries management plans etc. The 

workplan working group will set a date for training early in the Federal fiscal year.  
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If you have any question, please contact: 

 

Cindy Mitton-Wilkie, DFO, 905 336-4821 

Leslie Rich, Conservation Ontario, 905-895-0716 ext 226 

 

 

Sincerely, 

      
C. Thomas Hoggarth     Bonnie Fox  

Partnerships, Standards and Guidelines  Manager, Policy and Planning  

Central & Arctic Region    Conservation Ontario 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

 

ATTACHMENT:  Signed MOU 
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